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•stdm 2: Conversation between Ivan Obolensky and Hassid ^elsberg 


•HWs Ivan, how are yon? 

10, Hi, 

HW. Havepyou heard, fro® Larry? 

10* I*ve got a call f*>m him now, I haven* fc been in the office all day, 

W* W ©11» I ©ailed yon back to tell yon wh&t he»s ©ailing about, Uh, and he 
will try and call you again, I guess, or you* 11 call hi® back. He just 
©ailed me and he* s ©hanged his positim that I represented to John yes ter, 
day and that he represented to me. Ufa, his position is now what I would 
regard as a dog-in-the-manger position. Uh, in which he allege® that this 
is his book, uh, and not mine, and, uh - 

10, Oh, look, you two guys - I mean , really, I - it*s your book, it * s youridei 
^ell, now, Ivan, look, I think you will find if you go over this I have 
really tried ray best to keep you appraised of everything, «hen I first 
anticipated and saw that this problem was arising - 

10, I know. 


HW. 

10 . 

HW. 


10 . 

HW. 


I had a long talk with John about it yesterday - 
Yes* 


I thereafter called up Harry, even the 1 had been going to ask him to witt 
draw because he had not lived up to his agreement. But nonetheless he 


offered it and after thinking it over and first talking to John, I then 
accepted it. H a agreed. H©w, uh, I only wanted you to know of this, Ivan 


because I will present no problems, but I»m not about to let Larry steal 


this book. 


I understand 


that. 


And 


x, a doing what I told John I would do 


I told John I would have the 


first chapter in his hands on Monday morning, but you will have approximat 
- you will have more than that, you will have between 1$, 000 anr? 20,000 
words of it. Uh, and uh, what I am having to do is to go back over the 
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stuff that I drafted for Larry that he threw out « 

10, well - 

HW, and sow - and now he refuses to return. And as John knows, this is a rota* 
draft but I do assure you it will be Xggible. John undoubtedly told you 
about ©ur ©all, 

10* Yes. 

HW. Well, so - 

10, I haven* t talked to John today, 

HW, Well, I just wanted you to know - the important thing I wanted you to knoi 
ires of Larry* s call t© me, 

ID. light, 

1W. Because it now - you know, Ivan, I now understand what fee was delving at, 
you remember w© were drawing up this agreement when he was sitting there 
and saying, "Ho, that*® indefinite wording" and all that? He was trying t 
write himself in as owner, and I made it clear to him that you and I have 
an innitial agreement pursuant to which he was to fee the writer, and he 
would have a share of the book and would not be a ghost in return. Bat of 
course, this didn’t give him the book. 

Io, Y es# 

HW* Well, anyway, I don’t want to hold you up, but I wanted you to know * 2 
wanted you to know of his call ~ 


10 . 

HW. 

10 , 


I will re ..... and 1*11 talk to him. And now what’ll this be 

He says "urgent", something about a manuscript. 

H© says we all have^to get together, that - 

Well, are you going to get together with him or not? I thought you wanted 
to terminate. 


HW. Well, Ivan, I’ll do what you say, because this is a field in which I have 
no experience and I do, as you know, have confidence in you, I went to you 
exclusively for that reason - 

Well, can you write the book yourself do you think* 


10. 



aW. I ©an a© as well as Larry did. His * 
10. X think jam ©an. 


m. 


^■nd let me tell yoti somethiitg else, Ivan, I am horribly, as I told 
horribly afraid of the accuracy of his, and it is dreadfully dull, 

JOVL 

am not going to assure/ that yaf ter 23 years of not having done any 


sional writing. 


am going to ttirnout a sparkling thing 


to .have the dead eonoep tion his has 


»» Bat it *s not 
X©. I made rat and, 

HW. It*s not going to be dedicated to - 

I©» Well, X*a going to try to get. him to send the book back here for wty reviei 
Xhat’s the first thine, N 


IW, 


10 . 


How, second of all, so far as the legal thing is concerned, obviously, X 
know nothing about the law, Ivan, but he was supposed to have a 



©lean manus script approved by the 15th and he will not and cannot do it. 

A 

1 know that. 


HW. So I d©n*t see where he has a legal leg to stand on. As a matter of fact, 
X went out of ay way to tell him yesterday how extremely decent John was 
in saying that he would subsequently, after your problems got worked out, 
be in touch with Larry about money. 

10. Sight, 

HW/ Which I thought was great kindness because Larry is the one who has louse* 

us all up. o s 

\ 

10, I know that. 


HW. You have no idea how much, Ivan. Do you know that of the 1+00,000 words ©i 
notes 1 have given Larry, he can*t lay his hands on a lousy one ? 

10. He*s lost them* 


m * lo » he 3 u ® fc threw them - he threw them in holes, when I was working with 
him and accused him of inaccuracies, and I*v© got 8 or 10 handwritten 
pages of the inaccuracies X pointed outin the part that I read before X 
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-Ill- 
get - 

Excuse me, What did you say? 

BW. Cubbyholes, He*# made no effort to file them or to use the®* 

10. Oh, god. 

SW, Bon, this is the literal truth. And shea ns had to cheek some of the stui 
when I was up there, Ivan, w® had to go to the original material. We 
oouldnH use any ©f my notes which summarise all this material, 

10. Oh, god, 

BW. Thia Is the extent of the disaster of which I was trying to apprai se » 

apprize you and John, I was In the embarrassing position of knowing that 
you and Lary had had this relationship for son© time and I am the outsider, 
you d©m*t know a© - 

lo. Ho, no, no, no. There * s no p problem about that, Larry* Is a stick in the 
mud, I know that, I mean, I thought that this time fee Gould do. something 
good, you know - 
HW. Well, my opinion - 
lo. It seemed to be right up his alley, 

BW. Well, my opinion, for whatever it is worth, is that he did not do somethir 
goods he emasculated everything that 1 took to him; I had to persuade hi®4 
to include the only hot stuff he had - 
10. Well, he*s got to return all your notes. Does he know where they are? 

BW. He - he* a refusing to do that until there * s an agreement. First he tided 
t© put ih on the basis he and I collectively owe a legal obligation to yoi 
When I pointed out the conversation with John, he then began to get around, 
wifehout being ©xpliseit until I forced him to be explicit, about what h©*s 
trying to do is hold either you or me or both up for dough, 

10. If the book is held up, we* re just going to junk it, anyway, so he* s not 
going to get anywehre with it. 

HW. Well - 

10, If we have to junk it, we cannot afford not to have it out this next list. 


V I. 



**i|. 2. 


m. 


10 , 

hw. 

10. 


80 f® 2 ’ *• I s® concerned, unless I*arry makes 


03? unless we ha 


*mxtsemt«n like tmalth, you will, tdtto 2 weeks, have the rough draft e 
tfee book that w© described. That was acceptable to John , 


1 ®®» l ou s ©e* you need those notes from him ; right? 

*°* 1 hav ® ®Y own nofces * D © F©a know what the bastard is doing-? 

What*? 


W. I made ~ I had to rush. You know, he called me up in the last minute, wh 
again is proof of the * his violation of the contract, and admitted that I 
eouldn fc do it in time, and asked me to do some of the writing. I did i|.Gf 
pages/in haste, Ivan. Hot - 

10* Well, now but you have - 

■ Hw. So m go m 

Id, Tour own notes, You have a copy/ 

HW, On * ©n - i have my own notes. But on _ but on these i*00 pages that I die 
for him, my stuff is Incomplete because all I did was to make a single 
carbon, some places the bottom line was left off, some places Ididn*t 
transpose the corrections, and that is what he is now refusing to return 
to me until he has an agreement. 

I©* Wel io e jJ° W J e he * S SOt to ?>ettxrn th «t. that’s yoirr property, We*ll^simply 
sa y/- I*ve gotta see if I can work it out, 

HW. Ivan, I told John cone thing yesterday, and * want to make it on record wit 
you. You will ask nothing reasonable of me that I will not do. 

I©. I know that, 

f&f, &nd * I hope that I have been completely reasonable up to now - 

I©* Yes, you have, 

HW, Uh, and - and - I have given you my word that you will have the approxim 
aately the book we described in approximately 2 weeks subject to interrup- 
tions that I h&ve,^ low I want you to know that Larry doesn*t even have a 
goddamned outline of the book that I can see or that you can see. I have 
an outline, you will have it in rough form without the finished chapter „ 



4.0* &©od* 

HW. on Monday, together with my biography which John wanted, together with 

approximately 20,000 words of rough draft of the beginning of th® book - 

You know, it * s oem*- 

lo* Wen, I think this is the only way* /Larry -■ If yon ©an do it, XKxxsmxaatjfc 
pletely academic, W.® can edit 
it all right, 

HW. That * s exactly what - that’s exactly the point* How one other thing, * 

10* How, frankly, I don* t think * 

Blf. on the remainder of th© book, Iran *. 

Io. What? 

BW* Of the remainder of the book, there are only 3 major sections that I do 
not have in some form of rough draft, They are the Tippit murder, what 
happened at the Book Depository, and the autopsy* The rest - and conclu- 
sion. Except for that, in rough/ draft, the book exists 

To. T©s, 

Hw in the stuff I did for Larry, And I want you t© know this so you can kno 
what to figure on. 

I®. Well , all you want back is your rightful property. That’s all you want. 
Bight? 

HW. That * s right. But also, Ivan, there’s one thing I think you should give 
serious thought to because of your interest, and that’s Larry pirating th 
goddamned thing someplace else, 

Io, Well, he can’t do that. 

HW, Well - I » low you understand why I called you, Ivan, 

Io, Bight, 

HW, If you think it is necessary for the 3 of us to get together, which is 
what Larry wants, you tell me, and I will do whatfcanae you say, 

I®* Well, all it will do is slow us down, 

I feftl - 

HW. /That’s right. I feel that this is unnecessary, Bemember I appointed you 
my agent, and I don’t see any reason why yon can’t, subject to ay approve 
act with him if it*s necessary. 



Io, I can only say this, I can’t* I* v© been fefera this before ftn ether wamm 
occasions when writers just doa't got along, and. it’s hapnr..._;3, it’s a 
shame, and that’s that. 

Hw, This is 

I-o. ...... just forget it. 

Hw. This is not simply a problem of writers not getting along. Larry had an 
agreement he did not lire op to 

Jo. I do not want 

Hw. and he jeopardized us. 

I©* to get into that area. 

HW. Pardon? 

I®. I®» talking as to what I’m going to say to him, 

Hw, a understand. But I mean insofar as you and X mism.'xm understand each otfae 
Iran, - 

Io, I don’t . ... 

HW. the only violation here has been on Larry’s part. The book is not the 
book that was described, it was not in conformity with even the title, 
which he said was nothing but a publisher’s fiction, and above all, it 
was Hot 

Io, Of course * 

Hw* done on tirae, 

Jo* Of course, I haven’t seen it, so I can’t say, but the point is that, well 
that time’s a- wasting. 

HW, Right, 

Jo* But * what day’s today? The 12th, 

HW, Yes. 

Io* Well, i said I have to have the finished book by the 15th if it’s gonna - 
I mean if it gets sticky. 

HW. Y©s. "^nd it has to be clean copy, and his stuff is not clean. 

Io. Right, 



ilM. go got all the evasions, if yon look for enough {•?} evasions to 

settle it. 

10. light, 

HW. But 1 do' hope it can work out in a way that everybody will find agreeable, 
and I sm sorry and disappointed that Larry did this. But now I unders&ga- 

Io. Yes, rf ell, I*m going to try and .smooth it over, ~ 

HW. Mow I understand why he was so worried about your wording that he thought 
was unclear and might lead to misunderstandings that would hurt you. ; 

Io. light, I - 

HW. He was trying to cut himself in. 

Io, I tanders t and. 

HW. Okay, Ivan, 

Io. Okay, Bye, Harold, Bye-bye. 

HW, Bye. 


Conversation with receptionist; 


HW; Hello. 

1, Yes. 

HW* Bh, I f ve got the rest of the book done. 

1, Oh, good. I just logged in the chapter you just sent. 

HW. What did you say? 

S* I just logged in the chapter you just sent. 

HW, what do you think of it? 

1. I didn*t read it. I just logged it in. 

HW. 8h, Have they got a good editor? 

R* Yes. 

HW, Oh, fine. How 1 wanted to tell you so you can tell the edtior and so you 
can tell them. 

Yes, 
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HW. The rest of 1% runs about 85 pages. It includes the introduction, and it 
includes the conclusion and it includes the chapter on the doctors and tfc 

autopsy, which I think is awfully hot* It's got documentary evidence of 
fakery, 

R, G-ood. 

HW. Rh - now, what I was thinking - who am I talking to, by the way? 

R. The receptionist* 

HW. Oh. Well, I was thinking of this? I have to go to Washington this after 
noon, I *ffi going to mail it j there * s no outgoing mail because of the 

UA 

neep44al until tonight* 1*11 mail this in Washington about 1 o'clock and 
they* 11 have it tomorrow morning, I htp e, 

R. Pine. 

HW. Now, I can come up to New York any time to work with the editor if they 
have any questions about fact, to work on the illustrations, or anything. 
R. **ell, ^ think that Mr. Ledes and Mr. Obolensky should arrange that with 
yon, w r. » 

HW. I know that, but this is why I*m telling you, so you can talk to John ~ 

R. Oh, you would like to come up. 

HW* TJh, well , it * s not that I would like to, I think they majr want me* 

R* tTm- bm, 

R¥, Biit I will also * I know that at some yime or another they probably will 
want m® - 

R. I*m sure they will. 

HW* And I would like to know so I can make my plans because, you see, Larry 
not having performed, I*m a month and a half behind on all the other thin 
1 was obligated to do. 

R. Tfawram. 

HW. Have you heard any comment on what I *ve sent? 

No, I haven* t. 


R. 
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fW. Okay, 

Sp 

R» sCttii, Mr, ^eisbergj <1© they know your number? 

1W, Yes, but let a® give it to you again so you won’t have to look it up* 

R. Okah. 

HW. It’s Waverly 6- 
R. W~A gf/ 6 - 

®f, 2 0 3 4 

B. 2 0 3 1* 

Hw. And the other number is Tremont 4~ like a tree that grows in Brooklyn - 
R. TRl> • 

HW, i| 2 4 6. 

R* 1} 2 4 6, Are these New York Numbers? 

HW, Mo, these are - 1% down in Maryland, 

K, s o then what * s your code - 301 ? 

HW, SOI. 

R, Okay, 

Hk. low, one other thing, and this Is something I hope Isn’t necessary, but I 
had to send some of my original carbons because Larry never gave me back 

my copy. If any of that is too indistinct and they want my wife to type 

it, it will be a rough job to do it from the photocopies of that, but if 

it has to be done, the. sooner I know the better, 

R. All right, 

HW, Okay, Then - 

R* Well, the best thing will be either one of them to speak to you because 
they real|y know what they’re talking about. 

HW. Yes, 

R* Okay? 

HW. Okay. Then - now, I - I - wo may stay in Washington for dinner tonight 
because we hae been working from anytime from 3 O’clock in the momtog 
until 2 o’cloekin the morning to get this stuff done. 
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Oh, 

Hi *#4 #©*11 probably g© out to dinner tonight, so m may bo la t ©coming home, 

But - 

R. Is there a ntsaber they ©an reach you in Washington? 

HW» Ho, I don* fc know whore we * re gofwag t© eat# But I would like to talk to 
$©ha either tonight or tomorrow morning# If he ©alls me, be could just 
leave the call ' in. ' 

R* Yes. 

HW# Have their affairs with the distributor straightened out at all ? 

B# Yes, it has, 

HW, Oh, good# I can look 

R* They* re very pleased about that, 

HlnT, forward to some money then, 

all 

B, Qood, He aM± are, 

S¥, Okay, Well, thank you very mush, miss, and - 

\ \ 

E, You’re quite welcome. \ \ 

Hw. y©u understand, any time beginning tomorrow I can come up and I can bring 
everything with me for illustrations and everything with me in case anyboc 
has any question of whether what I said is subs$rantiated, and all of that, 
Any * because if they have any quest Ida , I want them to - I wan t them to 
imise it because I want everything to be to their satisfaction on that, 
and also the question of making the photographic illustrations for the 
appendix. 

R* Okay, fine. 

HM, H©w, on© other thing. If the editor wants to talk to me, I think I m£sk. ■ 
ought to do that, too, because if the editor has any questions. 

R, Yes. Hell, I’ll speak to her, or they’ll speak to her and something will 
be arranged. 

HW, Okay, Thank you very much. 

R, l©ur* re welcome, Goodbye . 


ww. 





Io, Ma? # Obolensky, will that do? 


Op* All right, go ahead, Mr* ^eisberg. 
HW, I'via, how are you 4 * 


Io* Okay, Harold, How. TJh, we have made determinations or your manuscript 
it* 1 .* W P * rson&1 and H* telling you this is merit’s nobody 


HW, 

I£. 


else, so I * ve mad# up my mind, 


HW. Bight, 


To, I personally feel that tta _ that Blth the tlne Be , ve got of tfa( 

Browj aanueorlpt Is okay. Sow this may come as a shook to you hut - 

Well, I* v© only seen some of* it, 

lb. Teg. But I want you to know that this is a darn good book. You - you**# 

done a good book, too, but there*© only one problem in your book, that it 

will have to take a great deal of editing to put it into shape. You folic 
ia®? 


BW, ' Uh, yes, I understand that, Ivan, 

Io * SoVf 1 understand > at least from the little that I Ha able to gather, that 
the main point of contention between the two of you is the fact that you 
aay xt is essential that k shots foe presented as a major part of the case, 
I believe this is a correct statement, 

&■* I hat's on® of them, Uh - 

10, Wall, now - what - what can we all j U st get together and thrash it out and 

I will act as moderator and we will arbitrate the whole thing j but the Br© 
Manuscript is pretty good. 


IO, Pretty good. 

IW« Oh • he has made some changes since I saw it then. 

Io. T®s, He has. 

HW. Because I - Well, Ivan, there’s another thing that now becomes involved. 



IQ. 

HH. 

IG. 

sw. 


Xe, 

Htr. 

Io* 

HM, 

lo, 

swr. 


Io. 




HW. 


Xo . 


Hu, 

Io, 

UK, 


io. 


EVJ. 

Io. 


What - go ahead. 

And let’s fee grank about this. 

Pleas© do. - 

Larry - let’s assume that hi 3 is a good manuscrlp t and I find it’s all 
right. Uh » 

Right, 

Uh n. 

Well, we * 11 work it out to our mutual agreement. 

Mow there’s one other thing, Ivan, Re has not kept his part of the barge 
That’S that 1 ? 

In getting the thing done on time without me doing any writing, Uh - 

remember that - 
no, 

/It still doesn’t matter. You have to - ttei-at well, let’s pt 

I hate to say this, / 

it this way; /but this is not a - this is a splitting of hairs, I cannot 

help this. 

Ivan, it’s not a splitting of hairs on money; he was supposed to have a 
clean manuscript ready and I was supposed to fee free the first . of the yes 
Right. 

• For other problems that I had. 

Yes, But there are always delays in this gaiwa, no matter what you do 
Well - uh - 

I*m not trying to be difficult » The main thing, uh - 

There wjtp too ratio h left out of his, Ivan. Now he, - look Ivan, let me 

give you an example . Have you - have you gone over what I’ve sent up to 

date? 

Yes. 

What do you think of 4 what do you think of that autopsy stuff? 

k'eil, I think that’s all right, but I want to keept it as tight as poasii 

Harold. Can we get together, you, Larry -and ourselves on a completely 


amicable basis - 
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m* limn, I think we can 
lo. All right, let 1 ® do it* 

M«, But - 'but, now, - 
lo. «he.n can we do it? 

EW. Well, I - I called yesterday to find when you watt me to come up, 

lo. Well, come up right away, as soon as you can* If you* 11 get - c!o you want 

me to get hold of Larry or do you want to get hold of Larry? 

HW. Yes, well, I - I, I think it would be better if you did, 

lo* All right, I will do it - 

HW. But Iran, there are some things that I want to tell you first, 
lo* Okay, 

HW* How let me tell you this, 
lo. Go ahead, 

HW, I will come up tomorrow if the weather permits, 
lo* All right, 

Hw, We hare a forecast for & storm* 
la, I know, 

HW* Uh, there were too many things that Larry said was not important and I - 
lo. 9? hat * s for me to be the determining factor, 

EW* Well, if you're familiar with the content, yes, but among these, the 4 
shots was only one - th. the 

10* I JbzH&kiy don't think - I frankly can decide with Larry on this one. But 

that's - then - we'll discuss this in open meeting as long as we can all, 

you know, talk amicably without any fuss or feathers. All I am here to 
HW, The autop - 

lo. do is to get the job done, You follow me? ■ 

HW. I understand that. But I have - I have another objective in mind that's 
been clear from the beginning, 

10 . okah. 

• I don't want any of this to be personally against any of the members of 
the Ccaamission, any political figures, uh, 1 want this to be a report on 


m 
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the Report, that * s what you wanted - 
Io. Absolutely. 

;gy„ and what I saw was not, 

Xo, Well, you can give me that. I am sure there are a couple of spaces in vhi 

this is * that you - you have a point, How I want you to be armed to do 

©xpimge .mute 

Ibis, and we will sixaply sxahsosgiE those things or apna* them or whatever 
• is necessary, 

R¥, How there 1 s one other thing I want you to be - 
Io, ' X knew this would happen, Lar ~ uh, Harold. 

HW. Well, I didn't/ anticipate it this way, Ivan, and that * s why I kept on 
apprising you from the very beginning that I * 

10, I understand. 

m. How there's something else that Larry thinks is not important that I rega 
as of the highest importance. 

Io, An right. That I want to discuss. Go ahead, 

H«» Uh, and that is the police, 

Io, The which? 
i&if. The police. 

1©, Ye s , 

SW. In this I. mean essentially the manner in which they denied him of his 
rights, not as a civil rights issue, but as a means of making possible 
the whole monstrous thing that happened. 

10, I agree with you. This should be in. 

Rw* Larry didn't want it in, he wanted to gut It, If he*s changed his mind, 
he* s changed his’ mind, and he’s changed his manuscript. 

Io. Right. Well, let * s dl^ucss it •• 

Hw, How on the autopsy, Ivan, I want - I want you to take a look at the char 
that Larry says means nothing and was going to leave out and - uh - I 
will bring It by the way and the sc- 


10. Bring it along. 
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HW. 

and the 

accreditation of 

it 

Io. 

Bight, 



Hw, 

that is 

in the hearings* 

How, there’s one thing 

Io. 

Right. 

How listen to me 

» 


HW. Yes. 


Io. The thing is, bring in what you want, anything that you want Include d abe 

the police that was excluded* You follow me? 

Well, i *. 

HW. /You have it, 

Io, Oh, I do have it. Okay, fine, 

Hw, That - that* s essentially it* Mow there * s one thing I want you to think 
about, Ivan, and think about seriously, because I have made serious aaeri 
flees in the past two months* 

Io. Well, m all have. Don’t worry about it, 

HW. How wait Just a minute. This was "arry’s function. \ 

Io, Yes. 

HW, And he did not perform it, A nd 1 want you to be thinking of that in term 
of an adjustment on the agreement, 

Io. Well, there can’t be any adjustment of the agreement. The agreement is s 

agreement. And if we are going to have the book published, the agreement 

has to stand and we’re going to use Larry’s \ r erslcn . 

HW. Look, Ivan, then my point will be right now that we will not use Larry* s 

version because I am not going to have - 

10, It can’t fee done, Harold, Look, you are going to be in an internecine 

am 

thing, The point that I faswr establishing is - 
in 

HW, Why will I be /an internecine thing if he did not keep his agreement - 
Io. He did keep his agreement, 

HW, He didn’t, 

Io, This 1b a matter of taste. It’s like a doctor that peroforms an operatic 
and the man did not recover as well -as he should have. 


HW. 


Ivan, excuse me 


excuse me 


I 



lo, Ye a. 

EW, I gave Larry 1|.00 pages of rougMdraft of that manuscript . He did not Stfeej 

his agreement and I had to stop other things to do it. ■ 

because 

lo, well, look, we have to have a talk, kids this is not - 

Hw, Bight, fhat 1 s exactly why I say I want you to be thinking about this. 

is, 1*11 be thinking about it, but 1*11 tell you, by afad large, tte B rown 

manuscript is okay, How, all I want you to do is to foe sure that, with 

our approval, certain things that you think are important that should b© 

included be directly brought t© our attention if they have been omitted, 

in open meeting between you, ourselves 
B¥, veil, 1*11 have - 

lo, and Brown, i am the final determination of this point, 

HW, I - 1*11 * 1*11 have to go over his whole manuscript, 
lo* An right, That’s fine with me, 

HW* Okay, I will foe up tomoorrow. 1, i, 1 want yon to know, Ivan, that I am 
not happy about this development because I, uh, I feel that not - that 
having to do what I had to do was - 
10, We can’t change the agreement. 

Hi-/, TJh, I’ it not saying anything about changing the agreement, 

IQ, Xes, 

EM, but I*m saying it involves a not keeping of the agreement, ' 

lo* An right, but I mean I * ve had authors that have delivered a book 2 years 

later than they should have, and it’s been a best seller, 

HW, That may b - 
lo, l»ia sorry, 

HW, fvan, that’s fine from your point of view, but I*m talking about from my 
point of view, I had a collaborator for certain purposes, 
lo* xes, but the custom and usage of the trade, I - forgive me if. - l am saying 
so - 

HW, &»ii, you - X don’t know this and you do - I have to - 

lo* Forgive me for saying so, but you won’t hold up in court because this 

happens all the time. There are unforeseeable events. Whether you pro- 
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vided to it, whether he provided to it, at least the judge will say that 
there were two possible provisions for the delay, It' a an unenforceable 
thing, 

HW* That may - that may be - 

10, In a reasonable amount of time the manuscript is here, ready to go except 
for the last 1;.0 pages or something like that that you are to do, Uh, thai 
it, 

HW. S/hat i}.0 pages was I * 

Is# Oh, it's the last 1x0 pages that you and he were to do together, or some- 
thing like that. 

HW. This is news to me, 

I©» ¥©11, 1 don * t know. Don't get - get uppity, l»m. just - I don't even kno& 

if I've got the fasts correct. But maybe it is that he doesn’t want to 
include the things, the 2i0 pages until he gets together' with you* This ii 
what it mounts to, and it will take him about J days to do it, 

HW, 7 days to do I 4 .O pages'? 

10, Well, I don't know, Harold, I don* t know how long it will take him . L© 
you follow me? 

H¥, Yes, 

Xo, Forgive me, I’m just the publisher. 

H¥, I un - I understand that, Ivan. I understand that well. Well, I will - 

le. Gome on up tomorrow and we will see both sides of the coin and then we ear 
discuss it and you can have - X * 11 tell you. I'll ask Larry to com© up the 
next day. How about that-? 

HW, dell, why don't you ask Larry to come up after 1 read the manuscript? 

X©* Right, Exactly , So 1*11 ask -uarry to come up — today is what, Wednesday j 
you * rs coming up Thursday , Okay, then Larry could come up Friday and have 
our meeting. ■ 

HW, Yes, But there’s one thing I want you to know, again I don't know the . 
legalities of it, I may have to find out, but Harry did ask me to do the 
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writ log that I did. Except 
Well, of course, • 

1W. Except for the stuff I did at the last part, and I regard this as a breac 

©f the contract, I had warned him of it in advance, 

Xo. Well - well, Harold, look, who does the writing, who doesn’t, who loss 

he 

what with which and with whom, he ’ll probably do some editing, y&m’ll 
probably do some writing, you’ll probably do some writing, and editing. 
I’m sorry ~ 


lo, there never is a true apportionment of powers in a- in a problem of this 
nature , 

Hw, tfhy do you think we made the agreement so generous, Ivan? why do y 

think X offered the other things so I would hot have to - 
lo. Well, Harold, all I can say to you is my personal opinion , and you can ta 
it or blow it out the window if you wish,, if you want to hold to a breach 
of an agreement with Larry Brown at this point, I don’t think you have a 
prayer in hell. Especially since I will have to say in a X a wo our u that I 
sided with the &rown Manuscript for a majority of reasons, and I can have 
I’d have to cite them. However, while the book is par&mounfcly ytetr own 
and paramount ly worked through your efforts and ew y thing else, it’s sti 
a melange, it’s still a melding of two points * the writer and the author 


m. 

x o. 


And there is also a time schedule done here, »*e have allowed a little 

leeway which I necessarily -did not tell you about, 2? he re are lots of 

if 

things and Implications, Now, my personal feeling is that, /so he did a 
little bit of - so that you did a little bit of writing, so he did writing 
I did a little bit of writing? I did 120,000 words of it. 


I knoV, Harold. 


; an * t he Ip the t , * e 


ion the reasons why it 


W-OK 


a on©.. 


know the reasons. But you took -it upon yourself to say that you didn’t 
ke the Brown manuscript. At that line I hadn’t even read the Brown 
tmieeript* And i tola you et that tsu,, ju you will recall, that I had 



to s©« you part and I had to see his 
HW* That * s eorreet 

I°* P art 1 would be She final determinating point. 
HW. ■ That - 


lo. 

HW, 

10 * 

Hw, 

10 . 

HW* 

lo. 

HW* 


And ray personal statement to you non, as a publisher who honestly is only 
interested in the bet torment of all 
I understand * 

good sides and I say that the Brown manuscript has it to get out on dead* 
line on time. 

I - uh - Larry - 1 mean, I mean Ivan, I have no doubt that his is a better 
manuscript. That was his function, i sat down and 

Yes. 'f 

reamed this goddamned stuff out subject to editing. 


10 . 

HW. 


lo. 

HW* 

lo. 

HW, 

lo. 

HW. 


But I don't - but at this point i'm trying to tall you 2 things; first, 

that the content of his stuff .as not sufficient that I sa» over and above 

all the other objections I gave you 
Right. 

and second of all, that this has - that he has not performed his function 

for me and 1 don’t think that if we agree on his that hots entitled to what 

he was supposed to get because of his non- performance - 

Well, what are you talking about in team of what he was supposed tc get? 

- that the - what the - the agreement on how much of a share he should 

get. He did not - whether or not - 

How much do you think he should be cut back on? 

* , . . , „ would 

X on t know. „ would have to _ I/want to talk to you about that, Ivan. 

I - I - ' 

%11, dammit, I can’t off .. I can’t tell you. All 1 said - . V 

I don’t know what’s fa?,r» 

1 don’t think anything is fair. You are in a partnership if m accept 


10 * 
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t.® manuscript, you so®* and I am accepting * it* telling yon, Harold, . 
forgive a©, new* bear me out. 1#® not being difficult, but I** Just tryij 
to tell you the Brown manuscript, except for certain things, is ready 
Hw» As a manuscript, 

Xo. As a manuscript, X want y ou to 
Eli, X understand 


lo, &±zi<k provide the links and to discuss those links with us that you want 

included, I may and reserve the complete .right to say no to you and no tt 
Larry, It’s the only bay this thing can be done, Mow, I am telling you, 

I cannot advise you how much you think Larry Brown should be cut back on ^ 
the contract because it I tell you I have only one -recourse and I belie v© 
in the contract. In other words, ■*■»* telling you that I don’t think that 
you have a case here because you have worked an arrangement that is a true 
mutuality and we reserve the rifcht to pick the - i** sorry j unfortunate ly* 
it’s a funny paradox. And what I*» saying to you right now is this, to 
let the devil be the hindmost, X will act as arbitrator, we will get this 
thing out, and. the only way to get it out effectively for you all is under 
the same basis and then to go ahead and we *11 pull the stop® out. And 
you’ll do very well under that basis, if m miss our deadline, nobody wil 
make out a goddamn thing. That ’ s my personal opinion. 

HW. i*m aware of that and that was my worry all along, 

10, Come on up to office and - 

1 ” m ’ lTan ’ but 1 stm - x ha ™ ‘rosted y*n up t, this point as you kno 
I didn’t ask you any provisions about a contract, you wrote It, I still 
want you to be thinking about what’s fair because 1 have . i 

10. Of course, I win think of it and I 
ar. I have spent two months 

10. i will talk to John very carefully about this. 

HW. 1 ha TO spent too Months that I should not have, had to spend 

10. we are always t„o Months over. X « sorry, Harold, 2 Months over Is not 
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2 years. If you were 2 years over or a year over - 
HW, Tom d©m 1 t know what this 2 months has oost me. 

10* Harold. , T csp! o help .ct, It happens every day of the w^Jck In this crazy 
human error business that we have all entered upon. 

HI'/. Well, you know this business and I don* t ~ 

10. Forgive me. 

HIV. You know, uh, Ivan ~ 

X o . Y® s . 

HW* , As I look back on it - 

Io, I*m not trying to be difficult, *g I*m just telling you the facts of this 
goddamn business. 

BPW* I loo?< back - if j had had any idea of what was going to evolve out of 
this, I would have gotten my » 

Io, Hot a book would be published in this goddamn green earth if everybody was 
aware of what this might entail {•?} 

HW, Well, all I needed was an editor if I was going to have to do all of this. 

% ... 

10. Well, we are editing it. Don*t worry. 

Hw, But l*iii saying that I didn’t need iarry, I need - 
Io, But m couldn’t edit anything until w© saw it. 

HW. Huh ? 

Io, couldn’t edit anything until ws saw it. 

HW. I know that. But the way it’s worked out, Ivan, I didn’t need a collab- 
orator, all I needed was an editor. 

IQ, Ho, I beg to differ^ with you because you were not a proven writer, w® 
did not know what you could do, - 
HW, That’s right. 

10. Harry is a proven writer, 

HW. Right, 

10, and I assure that if I thought his manuscript stunk I would have thrown 



right 

it/thejftiell out the window. 

Teu n ° fe sa 2 rin 8 tMaxfeail that, as a manuscript, it*s bad, /ivanj all j*® 

Hw, aaytag sail was the part I saw 

Io. Yes. 

Hw*. was dull where it didn’t have to be 

Io. Yes, 

H¥. ' as a manuscript. 

Io. Yes, but you hare to be 
HW, My objection was the content. 

Io. I am going to be absolutely fair and febsolutely candid, but I am going to 

be very, oh, tough, in one area, and that area is, boys, we got to get this 
book out now. 


HW, 

Io. 

HW, 

Io. 


HW. 

Io* 

HW. 


Io. 

HW. 

Io. 

HW. 

Io* 


Good, well, that was my objective from the beginning as you know. 

°kay. Come on up tomorrow and we’ll thrash it out. Skay? 

Okay, Ivan. 

How let's oaim down. I'o going to be a little tough. I'm going to be 'us 

asytough. on you aa 

Well you have to be - you 

fe®sxEK5d&»33gy I *a going to be on Larry, 

You have to be a businessman. But, Ivan, there are two things now, and I 

want to make them clear. 

I’m being 

/V@ry ethical, too, believe me, 1 »m not favoring anybody, 

I- I ** I — you understand, that’s why J went to you, 

I know that. 

Sow, there are ±mm 2 things. 

Yes, 


HW. First, content, 

Io. Bight* 

HW. and this includes none of the damn horsashitty political stuff that ha had 
in there 


Io, 

HW. 

Io. 

Hw, 


All right. 

and fie may have it out now 

%11, you can bring it - you can bring it 
And second _ 


to my attention 


Iq* with tick (?) marks and 


you’ll 


nave a chance ior a day to read the t'ni n&&, 
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in the maa^in* 

Hi*j, And second, 

10* to read them, 

HU* And - and second/ thing is financial justice to me because I am not getting 
it now. 

Id* Financial justice 
HW, These two things - 

lo, will be made up for later* I don't think - l»ra afraid that is going to be 
a t'oughy. But let's put it this way: I can do on awful lot of things. 

Hw* Well, this is something that is important because 1 had /litigation that 
our whole life depends on that I had to forego because he didn't do, and 
I made that clear to both you and him to begin with. 

Io* Well, we'll have to discuss that tomorrow. 

HW. Okay, Ivan, 1*11 see you sometime tomorrow. I don’t know just what time I 
can leave. 

lo. Ill right, well, do the best you can. 

HW. Okay. 

lo* Earliest is best. 

HW. Bight. 



